ELIZABETH (sweetly] : It wouldnst be in order5
I'm afraid. It wants notice. The question is that
the other proposal be withdrawn. Is that agreed ?

[No opposition.

Then that is all for to-day.

[Polite murmurs of farewell as the   others  leave

ELIZABETH and FLORENCE together.

FLORENCE : Will you sign the minute book ?

ELIZABETH (as she does so] : Flo5 how could you

take sides against Sidney ?

FLORENCE : Liz5 dear, do be reasonable. No-
body supposes the muddle in the Crimea is
Sidney's fault.

ELIZABETH : He's the responsible Minister.

FLORENCE : No. It's the Duke of Newcastle.
And of course really it's the medical department
of the War Office.'

ELIZABETH : It's so easy to criticise !

FLORENCE : I know. I don't want to criticise.
I want to do something.

ELIZABETH (good-naturedly) : Florence, dear!
What could you do ?

FLORENCE : Nurse.

ELIZABETH : Nurses aren't allowed In the army.

FLORENCE : Well.. . Lady Maria Forester wants
me to organise a small party of nurses. She and
I are providing the money. We shall be no
expense to the country.

ELIZABETH : Do you mean you're going to
desert us here ? Oh, Flo darling, you know your
mother's right. You are a bit unpractical.

FLORENCE : I can't go if you hold me here, of